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By Jack Fitzpatrick

Washington Brief

« Two PACs tied to Scott Pruitt, who has been tapped to lead the
Environmental Protection Agency, spent hundreds of thousands of dollars

on operating expenditures, sending little money on to political candidates.
(The Huffington Post)

= One hundred U.K. climate scientists sent a letter to Prime Minister
Theresa May asking her to urge President-elect Donald Trump to support
action on climate change, including the Paris agreement. (The_
Washington Post)

«  Energy experts attending the World Economic Forum this week in Davos,
Switzerland, will focus heavily on the U.S.'s withdrawal from a leadership
position on climate change as Trump takes office. (The New York Times)

Business Brief

« Saudi Arabia's energy minister Khalid al Falih said he expects oil prices to
continue to rise because U.S. shale producers had recently been targeting
only the most productive fields and could not quickly add another 2-3
million barrels per day of output. (Financial Times)

« Houston-based Noble Energy agreed to purchase Midland-based oil
producer Clayton Williams Energy for $2.7 billion. (Houston Chronicle)

« Australian utility Duet Group agreed to a US$5.5 billion takeover bid from
Hong Kong-based Cheung Kong Infrastructure Holdings Ltd. (The Wall
Street Journal)
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Chart Review

Flectricity now flows across continents. courtesy of direct current

The E

t

Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Tuesday
Release of IEA coal market report

Confirmation hearing for Zinke to lead the Interior Dept.

Wednesday

Confirmation hearing for Pruitt to lead the EPA
CSIS discussion on African natural gas
Thursday

Confirmation hearing for Perry to lead the Eneray Dept.
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Friday
Inauauration Da

General

Trump's EPA Pick Raised A Lot OF Money For Candidates That Never
Reached Them
Alexander C. Kaufman, The Huffington Post

Two election fundraising groups linked to Scott Pruitt, President-elect Donald
Trump's nominee to lead the Environmental Protection Agency, spent at least
$637,034 since the start of 2015, even though he couldn't run for re-election as
Oklahoma attorney general. An average of roughly $26,543 per month was
disbursed from two federal election-focused political action committees linked
to Pruitt, both of which announced plans last week to shut down.

Liems prepare to face off with Trump's pick to lead EPA
Devin Henry, The Hill

Democrats are gearing up for battle as Donald Trump's pick to lead the
Environmental Protection Agency heads to the Capitol for his confirmation
hearing this week. Scott Pruitt will testify before the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee on Wednesday, giving his opponents their first
chance to poke into his record as Oklahoma attorney general, a position he has
held since 2011.

Oirill, baby, drill’ returns to the new Conaress
John Siciliano, Washington Examiner

A long-standing Republican plan to drill for oil in Alaska's federal wildlife refuge
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Delaware Basin in West Texas.

With.a Maior Uil Discovery, Gu

Clifford Krauss, The New York
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The Economist

Fossil fuels can be carried to po
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negotiable. And even though fos
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A& Big Test for Big Batteries
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Renewables
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Michael Slezak, The Guardian
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Opinions, Editorials
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Research Reports

Unplanned ecological engineer
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